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Regular Schedule 
 Fr. Peter’s Office Hours: Tue-Thur 10-3 (parish office) 

or by appointment 

 Sundays: Hours & Divine Liturgy 9:30am followed by 
fellowship at the parish hall. All are welcome 

 Saturdays: Great Vespers 5pm followed by confession 

 Religious Education: TBD 

Matthew 28:16-20 

As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named 

Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, 

“Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him. Now it hap-

pened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, 

many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with 

Him and His disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they 

said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?” When Jesus heard that, He said to 

them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 

those who are sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I 

desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call 

the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” 

Ephesians 2:4-10 

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 

with which He loved us, even when we were dead in tres-

passes, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 

have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us 

sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in 

the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His 

grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace 

you have been saved through faith, and that not of your-

selves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should 

boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we 

should walk in them. 

Announcements, Etc. 

• Help is needed to clean the temple in December. Please see 

the sign-up sheet in the narthex. Thank you! 

• Sign up sheet for coffee hour is in the parish hall. Please 

consider signing up  

• Saturday, November 15 - virtual Parish Council Meeting 

9:30am 

• Sunday, November 16  - Pack a Purse - There is a sign up 

sheet to donate hygiene products to fill the purses in the 

narthex. Please see Bev Capek if you have questions   

• Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple. 

Great Vespers Thurs. Nov. 20 at 6pm. Divine Liturgy Fri Nov 

21 at 10am 

• Sunday, November 30- Kris Kringle Market to benefit the 

urgent needs fund.  If you have any crafts to donate please 

see Elizabeth Sweet.  

• Sunday, December 14 - Sisterhood meeting in the parish hall 

basement following Liturgy. 

• Friday December 26 - The choir will be caroling in the 

afternoon. If you would like them to visit your home please 

sign up in the Narthex. 

• December 28 the choir will present their annual Christmas 

concert following Liturgy. Sign up sheet for coffee hour is in 

the parish hall. Please consider signing up. 
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Luke 10:25-37 

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, 

“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, 

“What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” So he an-

swered and said, “’You shall love the LORD your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your 

mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’” And He said to him, “You 

have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” But he, wanting to 

justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Then Jesus 
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Fr. Peter 618-537-5155 rector@nativityofthevirgin.com 

Preparing Ourselves for the Nativity Fast November 15 - December 24 
“[W]hat is meant by this word ‘fast’ (nisteia)? Here the utmost care is needed, so as to preserve a proper bal-

ance between the outward and the inward. On the outward level fasting involves physical abstinence from 

food and drink, and without such exterior abstinence a full and true fast cannot be kept; yet the rules about 

eating and drinking must never be treated as an end in themselves, for ascetic fasting has always an inward 

and unseen purpose. Man is a unity of body and soul, ‘a living creature fashioned from natures visible and 

invisible’, in the words of the Triodion; and our ascetic fasting should therefore involve both these natures at 

once. The tendency to over-emphasize external rules about food in a legalistic way, and the opposite tenden-

cy to scorn these rules as outdated and unnecessary, are both alike to be deplored as a betrayal of true Or-

thodoxy. In both cases the proper balance between the outward and the inward has been impaired... 

“The primary aim of fasting is to make us conscious of our dependence upon God. If practiced seriously, 

[fasting] involves a considerable measure of real hunger, and also a feeling of tiredness and physical exhaus-

tion. The purpose of this is to lead us in turn to a sense of inward brokenness and contrition; to bring us, that 

is, to the point where we appreciate the full force of Christ’s statement, ‘Without Me you can do noth-

ing’ (John 15:5). If we always take our fill of food and drink, we easily grow over-confident in our own abil-

ities, acquiring a false sense of autonomy and self-sufficiency. The observance of a physical fast under-

mines this sinful complacency. Stripping from us the specious assurance of the Pharisee—who fasted, it is 

true, but not in the right spirit—Lenten abstinence gives us the saving self-dissatisfaction of the Publican 

(Luke 18:10–13). Such is the function of the hunger and the tiredness: to make us ‘poor in spirit’, aware of 

our helplessness and of our dependence on God’s aid.” 

- The Lenten Triodion translated from the original Greek by MOTHER MARY and ARCHIMANDRITE KALLISTOS WARE  

St. Tikhon’s Seminary Press South Canaan, PA 18459 2002 

answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his cloth-

ing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw 

him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other 

side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. So he went to him 

and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of 

him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; 

and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him 

who fell among the thieves?” And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 


