NATIVITY OF THe VIRGIN MARY
OBRTHODOX CHURCH
d PARISH OF THe DI10CeSe OF THe
IMIDWeEST

WeeKkLy BULLETIN 11/23/2025

Repose of Rt. Blv. Great Prince Alexander Nevsky (learn more)

Regular Schedule

O Fr. Peter’s Office Hours: Tue-Thur 10-3 (parish office)
or by appointment

¢ Sundays: Hours & Divine Liturgy 9:30am followed by
fellowship at the parish hall. All are welcome

O Saturdays: Great Vespers 5pm followed by confession

O Religious Education: TBD

Mark 16:1-8

Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary
the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that they
might come and anoint Him. Very early in the morning, on
the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the
sun had risen. And they said among themselves, “Who will
roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?” But
when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been
rolled away — for it was very large. And entering the tomb,
they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting
on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to
them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who
was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place
where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples —and Peter —
that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see
Him, as He said to you.” So they went out quickly and fled
from the tomb, for they trembled and were amazed. And
they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Announcements, Etc.
e Helpis needed to clean the temple in December. Please see
the sign-up sheet in the narthex. Thank you!

e Sign up sheet for coffee hour is in the parish hall. Please
consider signing up

e Sunday, December 7- Kris Kringle Market to benefit the
urgent needs fund. If you have any crafts to donate please
see Elizabeth Sweet.

e Sunday, December 14 - Sisterhood meeting in the parish hall
basement following Liturgy.

e Friday December 26 - The choir will be caroling in the
afternoon. If you would like them to visit your home please
sign up in the Narthex.

e December 28 the choir will present their annual Christmas
concert following Liturgy. Sign up sheet for coffee hour is in
the parish hall. Please consider signing up.

Ephesians 2:14-22

For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and

has broken down the middle wall of separation, having
abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of com-
mandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Him-
self one new man from the two, thus making peace, and
that He might reconcile them both to God in one body
through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. And
He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and

to those who were near. For through Him we both have access by
one Spirit to the Father. Now, therefore, you are no longer
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, having been built on the foun-
dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the
chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted togeth-
er, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being
built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

Luke 12:16-21

Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain
rich man yielded plentifully. And he thought within himself, saying,
‘What shall | do, since | have no room to store my crops?’ So he
said, ‘I will do this: | will pull down my barns and build greater, and
there | will store all my crops and my goods. ‘And | will say to my
soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your
ease; eat, drink, and be merry.”” But God said to him, ‘Fool! This
night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things
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be which you have provided?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

Saint Gregory Palamas, Discourse on the Feast of the Entrance of our Most Pure
Lady Theotokos into the Holies of Holies (source)

“If a tree is known by its fruit, and a good tree bears good fruit (Mt. 7:17; Luke 6:44), then is not the Mother
of Goodness Itself, She who bore the Eternal Beauty, incomparably more excellent than every good, whether
in this world or the world above? Therefore, the coeternal and identical Image of goodness, Preeternal,
transcending all being, He Who is the preexisting and good Word of the Father, moved by His unutterable
love for mankind and compassion for us, put on our image, that He might reclaim for Himself our nature
which had been dragged down to uttermost Hades, so as to renew this corrupted nature and raise it to the
heights of Heaven. For this purpose, He had to assume a flesh that was both new and ours, that He might
refashion us from out of ourselves. Now He finds a Handmaiden perfectly suited to these needs, the supplier
of Her own unsullied nature, the Ever-Virgin now hymned by us, and Whose miraculous Entrance into the
Temple, into the Holy of Holies, we now celebrate. God predestined Her before the ages for the salvation
and reclaiming of our kind. She was chosen, not just from the crowd, but from the ranks of the chosen of all
ages, renowned for piety and understanding, and for their God-pleasing words and deeds.

“..So it is, and this is why She, from the beginning of time, was chosen from among the chosen. She Who is
manifest as the Holy of Holies, Who has a body even purer than the spirits purified by virtue, is capable of
receiving ... the Hypostatic Word of the Unoriginate Father. Today the Ever-Virgin Mary, like a Treasure of
God, is stored in the Holy of Holies, so that in due time, (as it later came to pass) She would serve for the en-
richment of, and an ornament for, all the world. Therefore, Christ God also glorifies His Mother, both before,
and also after His birth.

“We who understand the salvation begun for our sake through the Most Holy Virgin, give Her thanks and
praise according to our ability. And truly, if the grateful woman (of whom the Gospel tells us), after hearing
the saving words of the Lord, blessed and thanked His Mother, raising her voice above the din of the crowd
and saying to Christ, “Blessed is the womb that bore Thee, and the paps Thou hast sucked” (Luke 11:27),
then we who have the words of eternal life written out for us, and not only the words, but also the miracles
and the Passion, and the raising of our nature from death, and its ascent from earth to Heaven, and the
promise of immortal life and unfailing salvation, then how shall we not unceasingly hymn and bless the
Mother of the Author of our Salvation and the Giver of Life, celebrating Her conception and birth, and now
Her Entry into the Holy of Holies?

“Now, brethren, let us remove ourselves from earthly to celestial things. Let us change our path from the
flesh to the spirit. Let us change our desire from temporal things to those that endure. Let us scorn fleshly
delights, which serve as allurements for the soul and soon pass away. Let us desire spiritual gifts, which re-
main undiminished. Let us turn our reason and our attention from earthly concerns and raise them to the
inaccessible places of Heaven, to the Holy of Holies, where the Mother of God now resides.”

Fr. Peter 618-537-5155 rector@nativityofthevirgin.com
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