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Repose of St. Yakov (Netsvetov), Enlightener of the Peoples of Alaska

Regular Schedule

O Fr. Peter’s Office Hours: Tue-Thur 10-3 (parish office)
or by appointment (Wednesdays vary)

O  Saturdays: Great Vespers 5pm followed by confession

0 Sundays: Hours & Divine Liturgy 9:00 am followed by
fellowship at the parish center. All are welcome.

O Bible Study: Tuesdays 6pm - Online

Announcements and News
Chrismation of Julia Dooley. July 26 at 9:30am

e Rock and Roll Bingo Aug. 21
e What on Earth is Orthodox Christianity Sept. 19
e Annual Golf Tournament Oct. 10

e Pilgrimage to Holy Cross Monastery Oct 13-16 signup:
https://forms.gle/YuPGkMxdMjLgFLGYS8

John 20:11-18

But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she
wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb. And she
saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the
other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. Then
they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said
to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and | do
not know where they have laid Him.” Now when she had
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there,
and did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?”
She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if
You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid
Him, and | will take Him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say,
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for | have
not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and
say to them, ‘1 am ascending to My Father and your Father,

m

and to My God and your God.”” Mary Magdalene came and
told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He

had spoken these things to her.

brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are contentions
among you. Now | say this, that each of you says, “l am of Paul,” or
“l am of Apollos,” or “l am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” Is Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the
name of Paul? | thank God that | baptized none of you except Cris-
pus and Gaius, lest anyone should say that | had baptized in my
own name. Yes, | also baptized the household of Stephanas. Be-
sides, | do not know whether | baptized any other. For Christ did not
send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of
words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect. For the
message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Now | plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judg-
ment. For it has been declared to me concerning you, my

Matthew 14:14-22

And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was

moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick. When it
was evening, His disciples came to Him, saying, “This is a deserted
place, and the hour is already late. Send the multitudes away, that
they may go into the villages and buy themselves food.” But Jesus
said to them, “They do not need to go away. You give them some-
thing to eat.” And they said to Him, “We have here only five loaves
and two fish.” He said, “Bring them here to Me.” Then He com-
manded the multitudes to sit down on the grass. And He took the
five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed
and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples
gave to the multitudes. So they all ate and were filled, and they
took up twelve baskets full of the fragments that remained.
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Now those who had eaten were about five thousand men, besides women and children. Immediately Jesus made His disciples get
into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away.

Saint Yakov (Jacob). Enlightener of the Peoples of Alaska

Troparion—Tone 4

Righteous Father Jacob, / adornment of Atka and the Yukon delta, / offspring
of Russian America, / flower of brotherly unity, / healer of sickness, / and ter-
ror of demons, / you offered yourself as a living sacrifice / to bring light to a
searching people. / Pray to Christ God that our souls may be saved!

Kontakion—Tone 3

Holy Father Jacob, / teacher of the knowledge of God, / you revealed your love
Read Life for your people, / taking up your cross and following Christ, / enduring hard-
ships like the apostle Paul. / Pray on our behalf to Christ our God / to grant us
great mercy!

The Liturgy is an Encounter with Christ
“What is the Liturgy? You will have noticed, on the white screen of the cinema, a small figure or an
object, which initially appears in the distance, like a tiny dot on the horizon, and then it is slowly
magnified and ultimately revealed in perfect clarity. That is what the Liturgy is like: little by little,
before your very eyes, it reveals Christ and his kingdom... During the celebration of the Liturgy,
Christ is with us exactly as he was when he was teaching, when he made the lame leap and walk,
the blind see, and the dead return to life. And this is not simply having the memory of Christ with-
in our thoughts, but having Christ himself truly and concretely present before us. He is present —
He, the teacher, the prophet, the miracle-worker. Christ who was crucified, who was raised from
the dead, who ascended into heaven, is now before us! Everything that we see in church: the great
hanging lamps, the clergy, the altar table, the gospel book, the bread and wine, the Little and Great
Entry —all are signs of the presence of Christ... And so when you come to the Liturgy, you should
come with the thought that you are meeting Christ, along with the desire to touch him, as St.
Methodios says: “I purify myself for you, O Bridegroom, and, bearing brightly-glowing candles, I
come forth to meet you”3. O Bridegroom Christ, I keep myself pure and spotless for you, and I
hold bright candles in my hands to welcome you. This is how we should come to the Divine Litur-
gy, which is the very presence of Christ and his kingdom.”

-Archimandrite Aimilianos of Simonopetra. The Church at Prayer. Sebastian Press 2012.

Father’s Wishlist Latest Diocesan News
Painting the Cupola (dome), $7500. This is a very
special project for the temple because the Cupola is a
candle that calls all to the light. Let’s make it shine,

Latest OCA News

please! Fr. Peter 618-537-5155 | rector@nativityofthevirgin.com
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