
Agenda
Annual Parish Meeting

February 5, 2023

I. Opening
a. Divine Liturgy
b. Opening Prayer

II. Roll Call
III. Reports

a. Approval of 2022 Parish Meeting Minutes
b. Parish Rector
c. Parish Council President
d. Treasurer

i. Financial Report
ii. 2023 Proposed Budget

e. Financial Secretary
f. Audit Committee
g. Building Committee
h. Cemetery
i. Education
j. Investment
k. Outreach
l. Technology
m. Choir
n. Myrrh Bearing Women
o. O Club
p. Nominating Committee

IV. Elections
a. Parish Council & Officers
b. 2023 Diocese Council Representative
c. Auditors
d. Nominating Committee

V. Old Business
VI. New Business

a. Church Activities
i. Golf Tournament – October 7, 2023

ii. Trivia Night
iii. Myrrh Bearing Women Peroghi Sales
iv. O Club Events

1. Cookie fundraiser
2. Others

VII. Other
VIII. Adjournment & Closing Prayer
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Rector’s Report 2023 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

As of September 1, 2022 (for the period between September 1, 2021 and 

September 1, 2022) the following were reported to the Diocese in the annual report from 

the parish: 

Supporting Membership – 62; Average Sunday Attendance at Divine 

Liturgy – 38; Average Sunday Communicants 36; Average Saturday 

Vigil/Vespers Attendance – 9; Number of Catechumens – 0; Baptisms – 1 

(Altan [Peter] Wuliji); Funerals – 0; Marriages – 0; Receptions into 

Orthodoxy – (1 – Alton Wuliji); Church School/Number enrolled – 4; 

Adult Education Participating – 6. 

We add the following since September 1 – Funeral – 1 (Chuck Gravatt); 

Marriages – 0; Also, reposed we include Nathan (Christopher) Monroe (no 

funeral served); Catechumens - 1 (Rebecca Macek). These will be included 

with the 2023 report submitted to the Diocese in September. 

We continue to serve and give glory to the Lord in all things. The availability of 

adult education and Church School for the children continue to be a significant asset to the 

life of our parish. We include with the Adult Education the preparation of adult 

catechumens for reception into the Orthodox Church. 

Sadly we witnessed the departure from this earthly sojourn of our beloved 

Archbishop PAUL this past Pascha. May his memory be eternal! We are very blessed and 

fortunate to welcome His Eminence, Archbishop DANIEL as our current Archbishop as 

of July of 2022. Archbishop DANIEL had served as our episcopal/administrative help at 

the beginning of last calendar year when Archbishop PAUL’s health began to rapidly 

decline. May God preserve our Arch-pastor for many blessed years! 

It will be invaluable as we proceed for parishioners to become involved in the 

process of educating those who would seek shelter in the arms of the Church. It is 

imperative that we realize that God is calling us to a service on behalf of the life of the 

parish and the Orthodox Church as a whole and instruct those who hope to join the Lord’s 

Fold. It can honestly be said, if we believe we are not qualified to help in this endeavor, 

then perhaps one could learn more and develop oneself to serve in this capacity. In so 

doing we will significantly contribute to the outreach of the Church and ensure continuity 

throughout the life of the parish, now and in the future. Please prayerfully consider helping 

in this endeavor.Earlier this past fall, George Smith and myself began facilitating a 

“Community Open House” that keeps the doors of the Church unlocked with someone 

here to greet anyone who might be interested or curious about our Church if they would 

come in and perhaps like to pray and/or explore. While we have not had a great response 

to date, I believe it is very helpful to continue to provide this ministry for our parish. 

George and I are hoping to expand on this effort in the months ahead. If you’re interested 

in helping out, please let George Smith or myself know. 

In Christ, Reverend Nicholas Finley, Rector 
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Parish Council President’s Report
February 5, 2022

This year has proven to be a busy year in the life of our Church. Our Church attendance
is modestly improving and we encourage all to join us for services. For those who are
unable to, the audio/visual system approved at last year’s Annual Meeting has been
installed and despite a few “bugs” is available every Sunday for Divine Liturgy.

As I have said before, there are many tasks and activities in the administration and
operation of the Church’s spiritual and physical needs. This year has embodied that
more than most. To address these, Council members were tasked with responsibility for
different activities within the Parish with, in some cases, the assistance of interested
parishioners.  The various assignments are as follows:

Building & Grounds Lori Billy*, Mike Macek
Education Fr. Nicholas*
Finance John Derr, George Smith
Investment George Smith
Nominating Committee Lori Billy*, Rebecca McKeal**
Cemetery Sarah Butchko*, Nick Huniak, Craig Rydgig,

Sharon  Butchko, Mike Macek
Outreach Lori Billy, Sarah Butchko
Training & Scheduling Jason Basso*
Technology Peter Lecko*
Audit Sandy Ellis**, Christine Schilling**

*Council Member and Chair
**Elected at Annual Parish Meeting

I want to thank all of the Council members and parishioners for their assistance this past
year. They all worked hard to complete their assignments and were diligent in
participating regularly in monthly meetings and special events/meetings.

We have attempted to monitor investments regularly as a Council and by the Investment
Committee. This year has been a particular challenge with the stock market fluctuating
wildly throughout the year. We monitor our budget and income/expenses against the
previous year and cumulatively by reports from the Treasurer.

Because of some late 2021 donations that didn’t get recorded until early 2022, this
year’s income is much higher than normal and despite rising costs, has allowed us to
have a positive net income. However, as you can see in the proposed budget, there are
still many maintenance and edification projects that need to be done. As in the past, I
ask each of you to evaluate your giving, and if you can, consider increasing your
donation by 5% next year.
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The Parish Cemetery has been enhanced with landscaping at the entrance and by the
Cross. Our new GIS program now allows anyone to view information about all of our
departed. If you have information about your loved ones that you wish to share, it will
be included in the database for future historical value. Also, we have petitioned the
Village of Glen Carbon to annex the Cemetery into the Village to receive Police
protection and water service for potential extension to the cemetery for watering. Mike
Macek has been of great assistance in making contact with the Village and the State for
cleanup and personally providing maintenance at the Cemetery (as well as the Church).
Thank you, Mike for all of your hard work!

There are a few new projects being proposed for this coming year. One is the
replacement of sidewalks to the Church and to the Hall. They would be installed at a
level that will eliminate the need for ramps to enter the Church and Hall. It will also help
the drainage to reduce or eliminate water in the Hall basement. Also, the bell was
inspected to assure that it’s stable and sound. As part of the inspection, a proposal was
obtained to mechanize the bell because of the difficulty in ringing the bell. It would
allow automated ringing for hours, funerals, Easter and other occasions and could be
rung remotely.

Another project is that of adding iconography to the Nave and Altar of the Church. The
iconographer the Council has chosen is Michael Kapeluck of Archangel Icons. Mr.
Kapeluck has developed a plan for the Church that, if accepted, can be phased as funds
are available. The Council has proposed Phase I to be the banner icons of St. Theodosius
and St. John Kochurov.

Finally, with approval from the Parish, we are negotiating a lease with Clearwave Fiber
for a distribution box near the alley at the rear of the Hall. The monthly lease could
generate $300 to $500 in additional income for the parish. Many thanks to our attorney,
Derek Fillcoff for his diligence in negotiating the lease for the Church.

Finally, one of my favorite bible stories is that of the Parable of the Talents in Matthew
25:14-30. God has given us talents according to our ability. I encourage each of you to
use your talents for the betterment of our parish and the Glory of God.

Thank you to all who have assisted in parish events and functions this past year, and
thank you to all for allowing me to serve as your Parish Council President. May God
Bless each of you.

Yours in Christ,

Robert G. Butchko
Parish Council President
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2023 Budget Draft Proposal
12/31/2022 2023 2022 2022
Income Budget Actual Budget Notes

Assessments $0.00 $275.00 $0.00

Blessings Barn $500.00 $120.00 $500.00

Building Fund $7,500.00 $6,458.01 $2,500.00

Candles $4,500.00 $3,253.28 $3,000.00

Cemetery $0.00 $8,220.00 $5,000.00

Choir $250.00 $100.00 $250.00

Education $200.00 $0.00 $100.00

Flowers $250.00 $170.00 $0.00

Icons $5,000.00 $400.00 $1,000.00 CurrentFund balance is $1750

Memorials $582.00 $1,000.00

Misc $1,000.00 $238.09 $2,500.00

Golf Tournament Fund Raiser $5,000.00 $7,645.00 $5,000.00 Net $5100

Renovation $3,000.00

Sound System $8,200.00

Special Offerings $1,000.00 $500.00

Urgent Needs $500.00 $0.00 $500.00

Weekly $150,000.00 $170,081.00 $135,000.00

Total $175,700.00 $205,742.38 $159,850.00

Expense
Assembly/Convocation $1,000.00 $2,632.96 $3,000.00

Assessments $16,435.00 $15,877.29 $14,500.00

Bank Fees $250.00 $228.00 $250.00

Blessings Barn $1,000.00 $129.32 $1,000.00

Building Fund $7,000.00 $6,308.96 $10,000.00

Candles $5,000.00 $5,589.40 $3,000.00 Recommend to raise candle prices ($2 for small vigils; $8 for large vigils)

Cemetery $6,000.00 $11,514.90 $3,000.00 Remove $3000 for Landscaping; $1500 for GIS development; $874 for monuments: All to be from Perpetual Care Fund

Charitable Organizations $0.00 $1,353.00 This is an in/out category

Choir $200.00 $215.68

Clergy compensation $88,000.00 $79,278.74 $81,500.00  +8.7 %  COLA on Salary + Housing Allowance per Diocese

Ecclesiastial Supplies $500.00 $2,623.44

Education $300.00 $430.80 $300.00

Flowers $500.00 $460.84 $500.00

Fundraiser expense $2,500.00 $2,318.68

Gifts $7,000.00 $6,450.00 $7,000.00

Insurance $8,000.00 $7,709.66 $8,500.00

Office Expenses $4,000.00 $6,321.37 $2,500.00

Utilities $15,000.00 $14,373.72 $12,000.00

Urgent Needs $2,000.00 $0.00 $2,500.00 Assume a payout and need to replace funds from $10,000 Running balance

Misc $2,000.00 $2,752.45 $2,500.00

Other expense $0.00 $358.20

Operating  Budget $166,685.00 $166,927.41 $152,050.00

Special Project $23,500.00 $23,106.50 $22,000.00

  Sidewalk & Grading $12,500.00

  Icons $5,000.00 Partially funded by donations: $1800 currently in the Icon Fund

  Bell mechanization $6,000.00

Total Budget/Expenses $190,185.00 $190,033.91 $174,050.00
Increase/Decrease 0.1% 9.2%

Net difference over/under Revenue -$14,485.00 $15,708.47 -$14,200.00
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Dear Parish Family,

Christ is in our Midst!

2022 was another very challenging year for us despite the fact that Covid wasn’t as prevalent as it has
been in the past couple of years.  We have lost members and our investments have been on a roller
coaster ride and therefore our financial picture has been bleak at times. By the grace of God, we have still
been able to complete items that were needed to maintain the building and grounds and we have plans to
address things that need to be repaired, replaced or maintained in the future.

This past spring and fall we worked on the grounds. Shrubs were trimmed and some were removed, and
leaves were also removed.  We will continue to have these clean up days in the spring and the fall.  Our
spring clean up will be a couple of weeks before Pascha.  We have hired a new lawn person.  This person
will not only take care of the grounds during the growing season, but will also come and shovel snow and
put down salt.  Thanks to Mike Macek, we have had lights both on the inside and outside of the church
and parish center replaced and repaired.  He has also sealed the stained glass window in the bell tower
and is working on some electrical issues and door security in both buildings.

We do have some plans in the works for the following items:
1. Icon Program - We have met with the iconographer and discussed our vision for the church

building.  He is putting together a plan for the parish’s  approval.
2. Sidewalks - We are discussing the possibility of raising the sidewalk by the side entrance of the

church so that the concrete will meet the entrance and we will no longer need a ramp to enter the
church.

3. Bricks - We are still trying to find someone to repair the bricks that have lost their facing.
4. Bell Mechanization - We are looking into three different proposals that address the need to have

our bell put on a mechanized ringer.  It will be easier to do for all services including those when
there are very few people in church and no one can go upstairs and ring the bell.

As always, as other items arise, we will address and prioritize them, working hard to maintain our
grounds.  We ask that you continue to remember the needs of our parish as you have always done.  We
have accomplished so much because of your continued generosity.  The council’s goal is to provide a
facility that helps to bring you closer to God and his Holy Church.

As I said in last year’s report, with your continued support and God’s grace, we hope to continue to
“Maintain the beauty of Thy house”.  May God continue to bless each of us in our work and grant many
years to our parish.

In Christ,

Lori Billy
Vice President

15
17



Cemetery Committee Report

February 5 , 2023

Members:

Sarah Butchko, Council Chairman
Bob Butchko
Sharon Butchko
Nick Huniak
Mike Macek
Craig Rydgig

Activity:
● Cemetery mowed regularly during growing season
● Special cleaning in Spring and Fall
● Completed GIS system for grave identification and historical database;

currently online at https://diamondmaps.com/map.ashx?mid=12285
● Mike Macek has cleaned debris from both entrances and convinced

the State and Village to clean drainage ditch and storm sewer under
the driveway

● Landscaped the two planting areas either side of the steps, planted
white dogwoods on either side of the Cross  and added bushes along
the driveway

● Petitioned for annexation of the cemetery to the Village of Glen Carbon
(will get police protection and potentially water service for the
cemetery)

● Replaced broken grave stones for Kopcha (no known family to care for
the graves)

● Collected over $8000 this past year from Spring Appeal drive

Proposed  Future Activity:
● We will be looking into bringing water to the cemetery in the future

once the annexation is complete.
● Some additional small amount of landscaping.
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Nativity of the Virgin Mary Orthodox Church

Balance Sheet Previous Year Comparison

12/31/2022

12/31/22 12/31/2021

ASSETS

Checking $24,061.30 $10,456.32

Savings

  Urgent Needs $3,494.82 $3,494.82

  Cemetery $813.00 $39,368.00

  General $3,569.56 $49.64

Cash total $31,938.68 $53,368.78

Investment Accounts

Edward Jones CD $35,000.00 $0.00

Stl Investments $28,757.42 $35,919.88

AB Discovery Value - Cemetery $26,396.91 $31,554.28

AB High Income-Cemetery $54,590.15 $61,937.35

AB Discovery Growth - Bldg $5,677.53 $8,886.27

AB Large Cap Growth - General $72,089.78 $101,465.91

Invesco Global - General $21,167.71 $31,194.87

Investment total $243,679.50 $270,958.56

Total $275,618.18 $324,327.34

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Opening Balance Equity $324,327.34 $249,327.34

Unrealized gains/loss Stl Inv -$7,162.46 $6,673.15

Unrealized gains/loss Invesco -$5,157.37 $10,027.16

Unrealized gains/loss Lg Cap Grwth -$7,347.20 $10,101.18

Unrealized gains/loss High Income A -$3,208.74 $2,906.48

Unrealized gains/los Disc Grwth A -$29,376.13 $5,208.33

Unrealized gains/loss Disc Value A -$10,027.16 $8,256.61

 

Net Income $13,569.90 31,827.09

Total Liability/Equity $275,618.18 $324,327.34

General Fund $120,138.35

Building Fund $34,434.95

Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund $116,800.06

Icon Fund $750.00

Urgent Needs $3,494.82

Total $275,618.18
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Technology Chair Report: February 05, 2023

Fellow Parishioners,

Over that past two years, we have expanded our technological footprint at the Church and Fellowship Hall.  The

Technology Chair position was created as a focal point to keep a pulse regarding what we have and where we might

expand to enhance our service to God.  As approved during the 2022 Annually Meeting, we have greatly expanded our

technology footprint with improved streaming quality, speakers in the church, and Assisted Listening for the hearing

impaired.  In this report, I have attempted to summarize these points.  This past year, I am pleased to have served as

Chair of this Committee on the Church Council.

Yours in Christ,

Peter Lecko

Page 1 of 4
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Technology Chair Report: February 05, 2023

State of Technology:

EXISTING TECHNOLOGY

Fellowship Hall:

Alarm System (requires Landline – see below):

● Contracted with the City of Madison.

● Shared with Church.

2 – Wi-Fi Thermostats (Upstairs Fellowship Hall and Office).

● Programmable.

● Can be controlled remotely.

4 – Wi-Fi Cameras on Exterior of Fellowship Hall:

● No ongoing monthly fee.

o Left Side.

o Right Side.

o Rear.

o Front.

Keyless Lock:

● Office exterior.

● Programmable.

Internet Service for Hall:

● Wi-Fi support for thermostats and cameras.

● Internet for office.

Landline (shared existing Church line).

● Phone.

● Needed to meet code for Lift.

● Needed for Alarm System (share with church).

Internet Service (with Wi-Fi):

● Needed for:

o Father’s Office.

o Cameras.

o Thermostats.

Church:

Alarm System (requires Landline – see below):

● Contracted with the City of Madison.

● Shared with Fellowship Hall.

Page 2 of 4
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Technology Chair Report: February 05, 2023

TV for watching service in basement (currently not being regularly used):

● Overflow when there is limited seating available in church nave.

● This has been removed due to a lack of use (and potential interference with any active

service upstairs) and is currently being stored in Father’s Office (Fellowship Hall).

● Has been used as a monitor for providing presentations.

Landline (share with Fellowship Hall):

● Phone.

● Needed to meet code for Lift.

● Needed for Alarm System (share with Fellowship Hall).

PC (laptops)

● Accounting (Council use):

o Used for weekly accounting of donations.

o Spreadsheets (transitioning to new app developed by Brian Prince).

o Email to send Accounting Sheets to Cloud Storage.

● Financial (Used by Financial Secretary).

● Streaming (located in the “candle stand” area).

Streaming Equipment (new except for laptop mentioned above):

● Camera in church for streaming.

o Movement & zoom focus can be controlled via a control board in the “candle stand”

area.

● Audio Control Board (located in the “candle stand” area).

● Lockable Component Cabinet and all racked streaming equipment.  Located in the “candle

stand” area.

● Wireless microphones:

o Headset worn by Father.

o Hand held microphone with stand.

▪ Can be used my readers (choir loft or other locations) or behind the altar by

co-celebrating priests.

● Assisted Listening (wireless).

o T-Coil transmission for those with hearing aids that have the feature activated.

o Over the ear speaker / receiver.

Internet Service (with Wi-Fi):

● Needed for:

o Streaming.

o Sending Accounting files (weekly).

Page 3 of 4
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Technology Chair Report: February 05, 2023
NativityoftheVirgin.com

● Church website’s main sections:

o Our Parish (with many subheadings including Streaming links and a calendar of

services).

o Calendar.

o Contact Information.

o Photos.

o Our Faith.

You Tube Channel (maintained by Father).

Streaming Stats in 2022:

Available services via our You Tube Channel: 57

Views per service (on average): 26

Cost:

● $23,106.50.

● $8,200 earmarked donations.

POSSIBLE FUTURE GROWTH OF TECHNOLOGY:

Expand use of Streaming to those unable to attend services (unable to travel – stay at home or care

facilities).

● Work with either their existing capabilities and / or augment with additional hardware / services

as needed.

Add sound system to Fellowship Hall (wiring already in place).

● Some donated “pre-owned” equipment might be part of a stopgap solution.

● “Temporary” use of microphones from the church setup would need additional purchase of

receivers.

o Existing receivers are integrated with the other church streaming components in the

Component Cabinet.

Replacement of Accounting Laptop (being costed as of this writing).

o Previous Accounting laptop was swapped with the old streaming laptop that was not powerful

enough to handle the new streaming setup.

Page 4 of 4
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St. Romanus The Sweet Singer

Nativity of the Virgin Mary Church
Annual Meeting – February 5, 2023

Choir Report

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the choir for
their dedication and efforts throughout the year.

Although COVID seems to still be lingering in our society, with numbers going up
and down, we have returned to our regular number of choir members. We also
resumed caroling this past Nativity season – caroling to not only those who
requested us to come, but also to some of our parishioners who have not been
able to attend church due to health conditions.

We continue to update the choir materials, to add new arrangements of music to
the Liturgy and the various Feast Days, drawing from the increasing number of
websites that provide access to Orthodox liturgical music.

We have resumed regular Choir Rehearsals, which are held on Sunday mornings,
prior to Divine Liturgy.

Thank you to the Parish Council and our parishioners for their continued support.

Thank you.

Karen Butchko, Choir Director
Lori Billy, Assistant Choir Director
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Society of Myrrh Bearing Women
February 5, 2023

This past year was a very successful year for pierogi sales.  We sold almost 400
dozen pierogi and were able to generate a profit of $4,240.  Thank you to
everyone who helped with this project.  We will continue the sales for 2023 and
hope to expand our sales.

Early in 2022, we made a $5000 to the church for the new sound system.

In September, we sponsored the Parish’s anniversary dinner.  We used our culinary
skills to provide an ethic theme for the dinner.

We continue to provide supplies for coffee hour and other essentials needed at
the church.

We currently have about $10,000 in our treasury. We are going to need to replace
the gas range in Fellowship Hall basement.  We have begun the research for this
project and hope to have it replaced by March.

Don’t forget to check out the bookstore in the Fellowship Hall basement.  There is
a variety of educational as well as ethnic items available for sale.

At the end of 2022, we said goodbye to our president, Diana Huniak as her and
Nick departed for their new home in Florida.  We wish them both much happiness
in their new home.
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FOCA (O Club) Report 2021

This past year our club consisted of 19 members.

Our first activity was a fundraiser for “Gifts of Love” which was for youth

activity in the O.C.A. We donated $200 toward this.

We missed out again on our Bunco night.

We gave $306 to St. Andrew’s Charity this past year, and $110 to the

Stewards of the O.C.A..

We donated $100 for hole sponsors for our golf tournament .Of course our

members played or helped out with the organizing.

Again, with the Youtube channel for F.O.C.A., we could participate in a St.

Andrew’s Akathist (including our Fr. Nicholas), as our patron saint. Also, a

Christmas concert was held on December 25, with many churches

participating.

Our cookie sale was a more successful $613 profit. Thanks to all who baked

or ate our cookies.

Andrea Davies

President
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